This interaction struck mr. like a ton of bricks. I had been taught to try to facilitate communication between patients and their surrogate decision makers to ensure lhat the surrogate understands the patient's preferences and will honor the patient s wishes. After similar goals of care conversations with my own patients, I have ohen felt satisfied that I helped patients express their wishes and therefore confi- Death often weighs heavier on us by its weight on other,, and pains us by their pain almost as much as by our own, and sometimes even more.
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